February 25, 2014

Prof. Dr. Frank A. van der Duyn Schouten,
Rector Magnificus VU University Amsterdam
De Boelelaan 1105,

1081 HV Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Cc: The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW): President Dr. Prof. Hans
Clevers, president@knaw.nl

Cc: The Association of Dutch Universities: President Dr. Rrof. Karl Dittrich, dittrich@vsnu.nl

Subject: Letter of support for Professor Peter Nijkamp

Dear Rector of the VU University Amsterdam:

Through various media we have been informed that our colleague, Professor Peter Nijkamp, is
under serious attack by the Dutch press. This news has spread all over the world. Apparently, Peter
Nijkamp has been accused of “self-plagiarism”. We are pleased to learn that the VU University
plans to start an academic investigation and that it has requested the Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences (KNAW) to shed more light on the guidelines for self-citation.

From the information we have about the accusations against Peter Nijkamp, we can only conclude
that we would all be "guilty” if the standards some people are trying to apply to him, were applied
to any one of us.

As there does not seem to be any general, international rules agreed upon regarding self-citation, we
would like to stress the following points:

1. Universities should not act on anonymous complaints, especially if they are being done in malice.
2. Academic research is a journey, not a destination. Research builds on past research and it is often
necessary to paraphrase it and use existing data sets in order to advance our investigations and
explain our new contributions.

3. There is a long history of working papers, conference proceedings, and conference presentations,
and that using the results or words from these informal publication venues is normal when
publishing a final peer-reviewed paper.

4. There is a long history of dissemination of published research in policy outlets that would
rephrase technical research in something the public can comprehend.

5. One and the same paper can only be submitted to one journal at a time. Papers should not be
replicated in other journals without the permission of the editors.

6. Clear guidelines about the re-use of extracts of previously published work by an author or by his
or her co-authors should be drawn up generally. If the rules were not clear in the past, new rules
cannot be applied retrospectively.

The undersigned have known Peter Nijkamp for many years as a solid and innovative scientist, who
is one of the world leaders in spatial sciences. His intellectual and original contributions have been
a guide for an entire generation of young scientists in the field. His publications — often in many
prestigious journals and sometimes also in more popular publication channels — have had a world-
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wide impact and have helped to shape a sophisticated research tradition in the field of geography,
spatial planning, transportation science, and regional and urban economics.

We feel disturbed by various — sometimes anonymous — allegations against him, which as far as
we can judge lack any solid ground. We encourage the VU University leadership to stand up and
defend the good name of one of the true scientific leaders in our field.

Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Hans Westlund

Immediate Past President of the Western Regional Science Association (WRSA)

Head of Department of Urban Planning and Environment, KTH Royal Institute of Technology,
Stockholm (Sweden)

Professor of Jonkdping International Business School, Jonkdping (Sweden)

Prof. Dr. Juan Carlos Martin

Vice-President of NECTAR Association (Network on European Communications and Transport
Activities Research)

University of Las Palmas (Spain)

Prof. Dr. Roger R. Stough

University Professor and Eminent Scholar; Associate Dean for Research and Director of the
International Center for Regulatory Science

George Mason University (USA)

Supported by:

Harry W. Richardson, Doctor Honoris Causa, Autonomous University of the State of Mexico,
TOLUCA (Mexico)

Dr. John Osth,
Associate professor in GIS and Geography
Uppsala University (Sweden)

Dr. Andrea De Montis, Ph.D., MS

Associate Professor of Analysis and Planning of Agro-Forestry Systems
Dipartimento di Agraria

Sezione di Ingegneria del Territorio

University of Sassari (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Peter Batey

Lever Professor of Town and Regional Planning, Unversity of Liverpool,
Director of the ESRC North West Doctoral Training Centre,

Co-Editor, Town Planning Review,

Civic Design, Department of Geography and Planning,

University of Liverpool, (UK)



Prof. Dr. Roberta Capello
Full Professor of Regional Economics
Politecnico di Milano (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Roberto Camagni
Full Professor of Urban Economics
Politecnico di Milano (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Manfred M. Fischer

Foreign Member, KNAW

Fellow, RSAI

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Geographical Systems
Wirtschaftsuniversitat Wien (Austria)

Prof. Dr. Andrés Rodriguez-Pose
Professor of Economic Geography,
London School of Economics (UK)

Dr. Jodo Roméo
Research Centre for Spatial and Organizational Dynamics, Faro (Portugal)
Assistant Professor at Lusiada University, Lisbon (Portugal)

Prof. Dr. Jonas Eliasson

Professor Transport Systems Analysis,

Director, Centre for Transport Studies

KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm (Sweden)

Prof. Dr. Cathy Macharis

Vice-President of NECTAR Association (Network on European Communications and Transport
Activities Research)

Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium)

Prof. Dr. José Villaverde Castro
Departamento de Economia
Universidad de Cantabria
University of Cantabria (Spain)

Prof. Dr. Miruna Mazurencu Marinescu
Professor of Statistics and Econometrics
Fulbright Scholar, Bucharest University of Economics, Bucharest (Romania)

Prof. Dr. Michael Batty
Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis
University College London (UK)

Prof. Dr. Charlie Karlsson

Jonkdping International Business School, Jonkoping (Sweden)

Professor of Industrial Economics, Blekinge Institute of Technology, Karlskrona, Sweden
H.C. Andersen Guest Professor, University of Southern Denmark, Odense

Former President of the European Regional Science Association (ERSA)



Prof. Dr. Mats Wilhelmsson
Centre for Banking and Finance
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm (Sweden)

Prof. Dr. Danny Czamanski

Complex City Research Lab

Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning
Technion — Israel Institute of Technology (Israel)

Prof. Dr. Hannu Tervo
Professor of Economics
Jyvaskyld University School of Business and Economics, Jyvaskylé (Finland)

Prof. Dr. Teresa de Noronha

President of the Research Centre for Spatial and Organizational Dynamics
Professor of Economics of Innovation and Regional Development

Faculty of Economics

Universidade do Algarve (Portugal)

Prof. Dr. Alessandra Faggian
AEDE department
Ohio State University (USA)

Univ. Prof. Ing. Milan Bucek, DrSc,
Chair of Department of PA and Regional Development
Bratislava University of Economics, Bratislava (Slovakia)

Kingsley E. Haynes, Dean Emeritus and

University Professor of Public Policy,

Professor of Decision Sciences, Geography and Public Affairs,

Ruth D. and John T. Hazel, MD Endowed Chair and Eminent Scholar
School of Public Policy, George Mason University (USA)

Phil Cooke
Professor, Cardiff & Oxford Brookes Universities

Professor Ake E. Andersson
Jonkoping International Business School (Sweden)

Tomaz Ponce Dentinho
Department of Agriculture
University of the Azores (Portugal)

Prof. Dr. Eduardo Amaral Haddad
Full Professor at the Department of Economics
University of Sdo Paulo (Brazil)

Prof. Dr. Javier Gutiérrez
Full Professor, Department of Human Geography,
Universidad Complutense de Madrid (Spain)



Neil Reid

Executive Director of North American Regional Science Council
Professor of Geography and Planning,

University of Toledo (USA)

Kieran P. Donaghy

Professor and Chair

Department of City and Regional Planning
Director of Graduate Studies in Regional Science
Cornell University (USA)

David A. Plane

Professor

School of Geography and Development
University of Arizona (USA)

Prof. Dr. Juan R. Cuadrado-Roura

Professor of Applied Economics

Institute of Economic and Social Analysis — Director
University of Alcala. Madrid (Spain)

Gordon Mulligan
Professor Emeritus of Geography & Development
University of Arizona (USA)

Michael C. Carroll, Ph.D.

Director, Center for Regional Development, and
Associate Professor of Economics

Bowling Green State University (USA)

Abdellatif Khattabi, Ph.D.

Professeur Ecole Nationale Forestiére d'Ingénieurs
President of the Moroccan Regional Science Association
SALE (Morocco)

Prof. Dr. Peter Gordon
Professor Emeritus, Sol Price School of Public Policy
University of Southern California, Los Angeles (USA)

Prof. Dr. Graham Clark
University of Leeds (UK)

Allen J. Scott,
Distinguished Research Professor,
University of California, Los Angeles (USA)

Professor Daniel Shefer
Center for Urban and Regional Studies
Technion — Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa (Israel)



Dr. Amelie F. Constant, Ph.D.

Program Director Migration, IZA

Member of the Academia Europaea

Visiting Professor at the George Washington University, (USA)
Visiting Scholar at Temple University

Professor Alexander Pelyasov

Chief scientific secretary of the 54th European Congress of the Regional Science Association
International, 2014

Head of the Center for the Northern and Arctic economies under the Council for Research for
Productive Forces, Moscow (Russia)

Prof Dr Francesca Romana Medda

Director QASER Laboratory

Professor in Applied Economics and Finance
University College London (UK)

Daniela Constantin
Professor of Regional Economics
Bucharest University of Economic Studies (Romania)

Jacques Poot PhD

Professor of Population Economics

National Institute of Demographic and Economic Research (NIDEA)
University of Waikato, Hamilton (New Zealand)

Lawrence A. Brown,
Distinguished University Professor, Ohio State University.
Past President of the Association of American Geographers

Professor Philip S. Morrison
School of Geography, Environment and Earth Sciences,
Victoria University of Wellington (New Zealand)

Arthur Getis
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
San Diego State University (USA)

Vicente Royuela Mora
University of Barcelona (Spain)

Professor Manie Geyer
Director Centre for Regional and Urban Innovation and Statistical Exploration
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies University of Stellenbosch (South Africa)

Professor Sir Alan Wilson FBA FRS,
Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis,
University College London (UK)



Prof. Yves Crozet
Laboratory of Transport Economics
University of Lyon (France)

Prof. Adele Finco, PhD

Full Professor - Agricultural and Resource Economics

University Politecnica Marche

Dep. of Agricultural, Food and Environmental Sciences, Ancona (ltaly)

Professor Waldemar Ratajczak
President of Spatial Economy Association
Adam Mickiewicz University (Poland)

Professor Luigi Fusco Girard
Director Research Center in Urban Planning "Calza Bini"
University of Napoli Federico Il, Napoli (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Uwe Blien
Otto-Friedrich University Bamberg (Germany)

Prof. Dr. Klaus F. Zimmermann

Director of 1IZA

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Population Economics

Professor of Economics, University of Bonn (Germany)

Honorary Professor of Economics, Free University of Berlin (Germany)
Honorary Professor, Renmin University of China, Beijing (China)
Research Fellow, CEPR, London (UK)

Professor, Dr. Soushi Suzuki,
Department of Life Science and Technology,
Hokkai-Gakuen University (Japan)

Folke Snickars
Professor Emeritus of Regional Planning
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm (Sweden)

Maria Giauotzi
Professor of Economic Geography and Spatial Planning
National Technical University Athens (Greece)

Andreas P. Cornett
Department of Border Region Studies
University of Southern Denmark

Professor Michal Banaszak
Quantum Physics Division
Adam Mickiewicz University (Poland)

Ass. prof. Dr. Sasa Dobricic,
University of Nova Gorica (Slovenia)



Professor Dr. Aura Reggiani
Department of Economics,
University of Bologna (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Eric Vaz,
Ryerson University,
Toronto (Canada)

Prof. Tadeusz Stryjakiewicz, PhD
Director of the Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and Spatial Management
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan (Poland)

Patrizia Lombardi, PhD Msc Ba/Ma

Director of the Interuniversity Department of Regional & Urban Studies and Planning, Politecnico
di Torino and Universita di Torino

Full Professor in Project appraisal and Planning evaluation

Turin (Italy)

Prof. Dr. Fabio Mazzola

President of the Italian Section of the RSAI

Professor of Economic Policy

Vice-President of the Academic Senate, University of Palermo (Italy)

Associate Prof. Dr. Mats Johansson
Dept. of Urban Planning and Environment
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm (Sweden)

Prof. Dr. David Banister

Professor of Transport Studies and Fellow of St Anne's College
Director of the Transport Studies Unit

School of Geography and the Environment

University of Oxford (UK)

Prof. Dr. Robert J. Stimson
Professor and Director, Australian Urban research Infrastructure Network (AURIN)
University of Melbourne (Australia)

Andrew R. Goetz
Professor and Chair, Department of Geography
University of Denver (USA)

Dr. Rachel S. Franklin
Executive Director of the Western Regional Science Association
Brown University (USA)

Prof. Dr. Amitrajeet A. Batabyal

Arthur J. Gosnell Professor of Economics
Department of Economics

Rochester Institute of Technology (USA)



Dr. Stephan Brunow
Institute for Employment Research (IAB), Nirnberg (Germany)

Prof. Dr. Janet E. Kolhase

Editor-in-Chief, Annals of Regional Science
Professor, Department of Economics
University of Houston (USA)

Prof. Dr. Adam Rose

Research Professor

Price School of Public Policy

University of Southern California (USA)

Dr. Bart Neuts
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
KU Leuven (Belgium)

Prof. Dr. Tschangho John Kim
Endowed Professor Emeritus, Urban and Regional Systems,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (USA)

Prof. Dr. William B. Beyers
Professor Emeritus
Department of Geography, University of Washington, Seattle (USA)

Prof. Dr. Genevieve Giuliano

Ferraro Chair in Effective Local Government

Sr. Associate Dean, Research and Technology
Director, METRANS Transportation Center

Sol Price School of Public Policy

University of Southern California, Los Angeles (USA)

Prof. Dr. Oto Hudec

Associate dean for educational activities

Faculty of Economics

Technical University of KoSice (Slovak Republic)

Dr. Sandy Dall'erba,

Director, Regional Economics and Spatial Modeling Laboratory (REASM)
Associate Professor, School of Geography and Development

Department of Economics (Affiliated)

University of Arizona (USA)



